Tsunamis

Tsunami s a Japanese word meaning ‘harbow wave .

One of the most common causes of a tsunami is an
earﬁ)quake on the fectonic p/afes under the ocean.
The earﬁvqua/«e causes a /arge amount of water

to be disp/aced ralmd/g, Triggering a series of

waves fo move Through dee/o water. [he waves

Increase In size once Theg reach the shallow water

near the shore. A tsunami can move qulc/e/ once
on land and can have the STrengTh to fell bui/dmgs

and carry with it euergﬁn’ng in its wake. [he waves can

pic/e up debris such as trees, pleces of bw/dmgs and vehicles, which can add to

the devastation.

Some u/arnmg signs that a tsunami might be coming include a sudden rise in sea
level, the sea refreaflng from the beach or unusual noises commg from the sea
(a loud rumb/mg sound ). A/ongside these natural slgna/s, many areas suscelpﬁb/e fo
tsunamis have official u/armng sgsfems. T hese may include signage near the coast,
sirens and media announcements. It s imporTanT to know the process to follow
dwing a tsunami in your area. Hau/ng access fo emergency sulz)lz)/ies and geﬁing
fo hlgher ground are the usual recommended actions. Some areas have evacuation
maps Te//mg you where you need to go. If you cannot escape @ fsunami, geT as

high up as possib/e in a tree or bui/ding or Trg to hold onto someﬁn’ng buoyanf

until he/p arrives.
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T sunamis

I m‘eresﬁng Facts

Around 01 of tsunamis ha,npen in the Pacific Ocean.
The first wave of a tsunami is not usua//y the /argesf.
T sunamis can travel at a similar speed fo a jeT p/ane.

The time of a tsunami reachmg land can be predicfea’ falr/g
accumfe/g uslnq calculations inuo/uing the depfh of the water,

distance from land and the time of the Triggermq event.

The area of inundation is the farthest distance

inland that is reached bﬂ fsunami waters.
The highesl‘ poim‘, uerﬂca//g, that the waves reach is called the run—up.
T/we series of waves formmg a tsunami are ca//ed a wave train.

A seiche is similar to a tsunami but occurs in enclosed bodies

of water such as lakes. Theg are smaller and less deuasmﬁng

than tsunamis and are norma//g Tr/ggered bg wind.
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